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May 14, 2022

Dear [REDACTED],
I apologize for taking so long to answer your very interesting letter ...



/TED KACZYNSKI

to

M,a\/ \4’) 2022

5 B N
I apologize for +aking so lonﬁ To answer your Very
.l‘V\"fe,resiing,, [ etter, which I veceived on Novemher 24,2021-

As hes PrOba«bly told you, T've been moved to the
Fedeval Medical Centec atr Burner, North Carvelina becawse
I'm SHWCFerl\ng me cancer, and 1 can'r be expected to )ive :
V'iudr\ JO"Aﬁe»r‘- I've been so burdened with the task of pw- }
ting wy aRfairs in ordev in antic/pation of my death thar
I've haa very litrle +ime For wviTtlihne Sevious letters [ike

Tthe present one

1 think you know abour wy letter of February 7 2022, to
in which I addvessed one aspect of your letter to me. In
the present letrer I will address ancther aspect of it, and I hope
to write one or wore future letters tn which I address other 1
aspects of your letter. Afrer That, however, T don'z expect o '
engage In any Fucther discusslon of East Aslan culture as ir ]
relates To anti-fech. The subfecr is ‘Eaﬁ.u'mt:hag _and Vitally
Jdmportant, bur whatever time wmay be lefr fo me has 7o be
— SpeaT on writing down as much as 1 can of the ideas T've
,,g_l\reaaly r)e\/PInv@Drl;. the explaraflan of New asreas will have .
Il ,,kg‘_lﬁf, fo the next acmpvvfh'nn,

Heve lﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂmy owr anrgumenst thoar East Rsians ave
___maoare subwmissive or more confo rm"isffﬁlmfmm,,k&s capable af
revolution, than Rwmericans and Eurcpeaas ave. 1 vemaln

-

unconvinced. by _Your \easoning.

Jour argument seems strongest when applied te Japan. See
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Tecl'\nologi'c_a] Sfa,very/ Let7er +o Dr. Skrlo:‘nq) Nov. 273, 2004, Fary
~1V-C, page | 71 _in the T}.‘IJ}EA.‘,_QJ;‘II‘QA,\MPQ&E, L#FZ in +he Fourrh
ed;tion. ” .

A Spaniard named Jo s€ Maria G—:ir‘or\,eu,a., who had Spent con-
siderable +ime in Japan during the 1960s, reported some expev-
lences which Ay SUPPOrT your arguwment as T applies to thar
Country, [or example, he guoted a Japanese named “Taj)maz
"We like hierarchy and we ke to obey. At bortom
more comfortable and profected  n pb@yz‘ﬂg.“ Rad anothenr
Ja\panes,ei i SV T thar the Americans wanted to democratize

us. <+ Do you know wh/ They were pa.r-fL, successfuf? Because
i Ifa_;a,yT ovrdered ws to deweocvatize. " 2A85'L@LCOA&U.4 alseo _repov-

y— e Pee,f

ted experiences suggesting +hat +he Daois+ Iove of wild
Nature was widespread n Ja_«p&n,,g For example:

 The veoute zfg;cgged ,Lu.p the ,mynfein.l, and as we gained
altitude the fovresr grew vaore and wore dense. Mikedo
[a young woman ] watched the foresr as hyprotized
- and there was no room for doubs *hat in those MomenTs
the giv/ Intensely loved the nature that surrounded us. +--
Al thar was very beautful. Until we saw some Tree-

cutters. v I+ was 4 profanation. ... Mikedo shouted at
i 4
. ‘H‘,\,—&m, N You're Cvazy ’-

We visited fhe park, clean bur wild. ' You well know [ said

Mikedo] that nature must be respecTed and not dominated! > |
But I dont knoe whaz  cultural changes J,a.Pq,n may heave
undergone since the |960s.

How ever Hhar wiciy loe, i 2018 The Economiss veporfed o
"Medical Care S%w’ces(MCS)) Jeapamn

"
demen-fl’a - Caure L\.cvwes .

!s ‘qus"f eperalor~ of
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China and Japan Tuvn out to differ--a lot Notably,
China_ is amn exce,pfbona“y [ow—trus+ Society - Bur bonds of
‘Fa.m;/,y. o(u,,'[,y ave sTronger than in Japan, say MCS’s bosses -+ .
When iz entered China, MCS .- buil# single-bed
vooms to Japanese standards, afF,{:,e,r.n‘n_s- The privacy and
calm thar pensioners tn Japan demand. Bur Cbx‘ne.s,e,cli:nfs

‘wanted Company and the 'hzeL, din known as renao --- .

1IN say no more here abour Japan, because I know so
little aloour tue Japanese.
= I've vead and continue veading a grear deal maore
about China than about Japan. I'Il begin with your state-
ment et v China, "Ordinary people just lived as a serf
as they had a,fwm,s [tved.! Bur it's deubtful whether or fo
what extent ordinary pesple did [ive as “serfs? even in the
broadest sense of taat weovd. Fredeccck e Mote, a pro{esscr
of Chinese H'i‘sto,vr:, and Civilizatlion at P\rn‘.n,ce—fou\, wyvote s

I adopt the View tha? most of the Peop',e in .Son.ﬁ.a.uw( later
China Eufp to 18007¢] were farmers wheo owned their land
and could Freel, bu,y, 1t and sell it, could bequeath ¥t %o
their children and grandchildren o~ oTher persons, and
could Jeave The land for other occupations or For ofher
localities move or less as they chose. --- Those conditions

haa developed over a very [cmg span of *h‘,me.7

Mote concedes, however, that This view is fhe subject of "Flerce
olabaf&e,.f'

Ebrey sTates the opposing view. Acaord/r‘ng o her, mosr
land In China was In possession of the b [andowners 3

though +Haere were alse some swmall landowners, and " there
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were economically Periphera.} aveas, such as hilly areas far
from trade voutTes and nor suifed to rice, where (mae
landowners were. nearly absenr, and mosr farming was done
|o)« owner—cultivators.' W Ebrey's view }s vright 7T suggesTs
+hat the situation in v.‘egaxd to “serfdom” (OPPr‘essz‘,on of the
rural gap_m.{a.ﬂnm) in China was fou.ghly similor to whaer it
WS fn E,que J.u.r),nﬁ the Middle Age;

Yo wriTe, "there had been numerous vebellions in China
and Jﬂ«fcw‘ But Hhose vebellions didn't end fthe old value.
Rebvellions iwn C'/\,(\,nqj Japan only wmean +he change of The v*u.”nj
»Jy_na.sfy. st !

,,,,, _ _Thexre uwras PLQAZI‘.:f of vrebellion throughout Chinese
Lﬁ_s‘f_ory,q and even when “the vekels weve merve bandits who
didn't challenge the old values they cevtainly were ner sub-
missive ov conforwmlisf., And in mamy cases "ﬁ;tey did ,C/ha.//e,nﬁe
the old values'® = .

Yoir say  that the vebels somefimes succeeded 1n over-
‘.t’\r.xro_w_)v.xf a dy_nq,s*ty,, bt 'f‘L\e,y did nor succeed in changing
the old values —- the old dynast, was rcplaced by a new
dynasty, of the sawme type -~ wheveas “In +he histors of
the West o re[‘aeﬂ)ons/re«olwﬁou often [or:owgh.t —the Total
Quﬂapsc of the old value and +he arvvival of the new value
(;‘e‘,, the co“q,pSe of the westfern Rome, the Reformation of
the [éth century, the French Revolution, Pmevican Revolution,
Ricseslan: Revalutlon " ete.). .

 Pur #re collapse of Tthe western Reman Empire was not the
resul?t of vebelliousness or nouconformity on the parr of irs
citizens. The Co“wps‘,e came akout Through a gradual process

of o(e,popu,f.a:t,l‘en (Perka,px caused By repeated e,pi‘dewu‘cs) w i #h
political, economic, and cultural degeneration That lefr The
wesTern ewmpive vulnevahble fo conguesf by northern barbar-
Dans whe compleTed the destruction of Roman culfure. China,
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too was conqueved ‘by norThesn. bar!mriams, bur these bar-
barians invaded « countvy thar was odensely populated, and
was culturally and economically far wore hEathy. than the
western Roman Ei;n,pr‘rg was in its flnal le.se‘, Conseeruenr)_y)
the bavbarians were absorbed info Chinese culture and iz
Sy s Tem of values. = : SR

The result was thar Western Ewrope became polifically and
e,Conomtcal.Ly Flra.ﬁ‘.me»v\fed, whereas China ( “f’hou,sh SomeTimes
divided ,,Fo.l}-h\.c.cz“y) remalned vebﬁ“vdr waified; it never
suffered C{y\y’fh;‘r\ﬂ like the Fra,ameufa.’fl\oh “thar Western Eu,rope
did. And I suggest that this was +he moss Important of fhe
_ factors fher gave Cise 1o the divergence between Chinese
;\':?s‘f‘avry, and that of Europe.

" The veal roor of the changes in values S,Igmlecf 6, *he
Wesfern vevolufions was not any intrinsic vebelllousness or nen-
_c.anffo,rm):ir*,a.mane Euwrspeans ; 1T was nalural selection operatTing
on the nuwmerous ,po/"/T-.“caJ,, culiufa.’, and econamic entifies inta
which Western _ELW‘oPe was divided- During the I5¢h century,
infense economic and m[l.?'tm—y compet/tion among Western
Euwropean stafes led the :P-.-s,?ov-fuguese and the Spanish govern -
ments fo sponsor overseas exploration and colonization for
the purpose of gaining contrel sver gold and silvec wines,
and in order to cveate -tvade wonopolies in Valwable commod:ies.
. Other Western £ wropean nations soon followed suit. Their

|-

.egcplo rations ex posed Ewro peans To new ideas From oThesr
civillzations ,and these (deas, combined wifh infense com-
petition, led to the rapld decay of old values and to tech-
rioflogical progress and econowmie growth thaT eventually
made the Wesr dovinant througheur fhe world The grear
Wesfern vevolutions were meve neldents in +this process
of econo mic, feog\mslogicw/ y cuvl’fur@/, and p.o.lf'li’t‘ga/ *ransForma-
Tren of the West.
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Dwrina the [(5th cenfury the Chinese had sa}'/z‘nﬁ Sﬁm‘ps thay
were wuch bigger and wuch betrer Than any European ships
oF the time, and the Chinese Qovernment Sent eour Seaborne
erpeditions thats exploved as Pav wesr as Hhe east coast of
Africa. In Fact, Chinese merchants had alveady -traded as far
s the easr coast of Africg f.an,j before The ISth century.
But #hie government olid not continue its westward explorations,
nov did it Support The merchants' ’fmaaﬂ‘nﬂ activities by
conquering far-off tervitovies and founding colontes. The govern-
men? had no motive for dotng such *H'\l‘n.gs) because China
\'\qJ no exTesxnal econewmic competifors, or ot leass none That

_posed any Secious <hallenge to Chtna.'t

" The Chinese were certainly capable of technalogical
progress. B, 1100 AD they were alveady, producing icon —and-
and steel By metrhods and in quanTities thar were nor
matched Ja,,/ the Wesr wat!l the [8th cent. yfy—J 2 Bur China
underwent no  industeial revolution comparable o thar of
the Wes?, because (ron and steel production and wmany
other industeries (ere S’tm‘cTLy controll ed by the govern~—
W\e,vw‘/’"3 so That in Thege industries there Wwas no. cowmpetition
infernal to China. And becawse China faced no sertous exter.
nal economic Competition, the government haol no metive 1o
accelerate progress by allow Ing private enter prise and free
competitlion. ! . — i

The Chinese wesre Capable of rebelltan Hhat ner only,
ckwlleﬁn_ﬁ,e.d’ old values bu+ SuccessFully veplaced them with
New ones. “This Is whar happened when new tdeas and, more
Fvv\por'ta/n-f[y/ overwhelming political, economic,and milizar,
Competition avvived From +ae Wer.f Jwﬂaﬁ +he 194h CenTury
and wp to l1900. A+ that Tme the hum.:‘ll‘am‘z‘ﬂg Intervention
-‘3‘/ +he Western powers and JQPM on the occaston of #he
Boxer vebellton led Fo vejection L)y Fhe Chinese of +he old
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velues and a determination *to replace the traditional Sys=
Tem wWith new ferme of seocial organ/zation and new techno -
logfcs That would enable China o defend itself agains*
furfher l’;ﬂm?l?a’f'}éns,'?‘

I'm awarce of only Ttwe imporfant pleces of evidence +hor
Chinese peaple are more submissive or more conformist Fhan
Westerners : ) . S ,

3 " TT]e supidve the communal and interdependent |ife of o
crowded Chinese family in o crowded Chinese village was possi-
ble enly —r\«\rauﬂk the observation of an elaborare code of social

novrms- The me'm was on COnFQrw“@,, noT bold independence
u 15 ;

Assuming ials s accuraTe, 1t should in ne way lower our
esTimafe of the Chinese capacity for revolutlon ow for ofher
largﬂ—sgde social vebellton. Chinese loyalty -~ and fherefore
~Chinese subwlssion amd con ‘Po,tml‘,fy, —- TFvad: t.fgzxally,, were To
the exTended family or fhe v:‘”,a.ge and not to any larger
entity . = If ‘”‘Yﬂ‘""ﬁ; Fhe sal:yw‘f7 of local communities
showld facllitate vebellton against lange-scale social entities.
1) Chinese (and other Easr As:‘%) Fmmigrants and *heir
Tramediafe descendants are v‘ema,v*’ka/{aty SuccessFud here in Amen-
leas They work havrd and do what s necessary fo get ahead;
and ‘rk&y p;-okwbl{y have & Very low rare of dirug-abuse and
crime. Bur the facr that Chinese. Americans tend to conform /n
these vespects may mean only that fhe, have more self-.
discipline ov berrer foresight than meosr ather Americans do. Very
litrle cxvime in Awmerica is « resulr of vational, Fhoughr-owr
rebellton. Almosr all Pmericans whe Commit crimes, or abuse
dv*uﬁs, or fal Stu‘sﬁy In school and work hard , do so only
because They are deficienr in self-control, or else lack proper
appreciation of The future consequences of fieir crimes or thein
drug abuse ov Their Failure € study and work.
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1€ it's true thar Chinese haye more Se\F~dz‘sdlplfnve o betrer \
Foresight Than most Awevicans do, then Chinese should be more
successful as rebels ov vevalutionaries than Awericans are, . ‘
.L.eca,ufsc o vevolution ary _movemenTt needs to be well ,ol,c?su"fli‘n,eo( and
well organized.'? '

e QAny Case, as. I pointed out eauyller, hlsfor_y, h ”
Strated the Chinege capacit, For rgbe/[/‘,o,v\} ,inclu.é.{f‘.nﬁ rebell?on
+hat c..kq,llex,\ﬁe.s +he values of the Chinese Power~-structure. Se
I den'r fhink we should Reel discouraged abour -+he Long,—'term
pPvospects for anti-tech vevoluflon in China-

T wmay be wrong. Whar I knew abour China is only whar
I've vead in a few books and articdes, so I'm prepared to |
Ewe gy mind iF you can show me evldence Fhar I £ind
convincing.

T lack forward to ‘\eMinﬁ more From You ia relatlon o
_the possible development of an antfi-tech wmovemeat in East
Asiax :

Cord.:la.f[,y, v.ours For WA Nature,

NOTES

1. José Maria Gironella, £l Japén y su duende, Ediforial
X qu,neftar B,cu:ce,lonq, 1930, pp. 35-36. I-:vrgcmﬂy vece/ved @ a
letter Fvom  am anonymeows  Grerman who weate:” We Germans
Posl sses eontacrabile with law snd oeter ; d,is.c.',o‘.}ne and
[ social] dis tance ; obhedience and Ppealﬁr_‘ta,h{l ity Y Are_+he
Grermans less conforming than Hie Ja«pmesg

2. Ibid-, p. 41

3. Ibid., pp.144-45, |66, |73.

4. Ihid., p.l€6.

5. Ibid-, p. 173.

10
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6. The Economist, Nov. 10, 2018, p-46.

F Mote (as in ‘the List of Works CiTed For Anti—Tec)
Revolution), p-365. See also p-366.

8- Ebrey (as inthe List of Works Cited For Technological
Siavevﬁy) thivd or Fouvr+h editlon) , P-155. )
9. Eeg.: Mote, pp. 207, 301, 521 & passim. Michael Dillon, Chinaz
_é Modern H?stc;.\ryJ Pwp,erbgdk Edition, I.83. Tamr),sy Lcmachn,,?-Ql,z,
veprinted 2017, pp. 65, 84-85, 200& passim- Mary, Backus Rankin,

b The Rev,olu‘f;onwry Movement in C‘t\.ek)mgi A S'Cu.dy in T,&Tena,c?‘ry
of Tradition,” jn Mary Clabaugh Wright (ed-), China in Revolution:
The Firse qu_s,ej "700-—1‘“3, e Uh\vvews}‘ty P\ress, New ch'e/n)
_Cownecticut, second —peinTing, 1971, pp. 321-22. -

(0. E=g.1 Mote, pp. 502, 526~533- Ebrey, pp.?3, 240. Dillon,
PP'24_"2’5* 6é.

11. Mote, pp- 613~-17%.

= 12. Mote s p-363. E bj‘ey,rpp,e 143-44.
13. Mete, pp. 362-63.

14. See Introduction in Wright, pp.1-63, especiall, pp. 1-3,
l6—17, 27%-29.

i5. 1bid., pp.53-54.

le. 1bid., Pp-9, 37 Ebvey, p.59. Fung Yu-lan, A Shors History
of Chinese Philosophy, edited by Derk Bodde, The Free Press, a
division of Slmen& Schuster, New York (apparently a reprint of
the Macmillan editlon of ‘748), pp- 21, 25-26 . Hoffer, 831, citing
) H!&‘ok@rd) p 7o (Hoffer & Mubbard as in the L}sr of Works Cited
£QV‘,T&LL\.V,\0L>5L¢J Slwm,o., i i

IF. See Anti- Tech Revolution, Chapter pr, Sect'on |8.
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